FALL 2010

Back To School .

In just a few short weeks, all the children in our community will be
heading back to school. The yellow buses will be out in force and the kids
will be shifting gears from fun and sun to study and hard work. Most
children eagerly look forward to the back to school activities that include
the purchase of a new backpack and school supplies. They probably spend
quite a bit of time wondering about which would be the perfect backpack
and are sure to ask for the coolest binder and pencils.

But, for some children, the experience can be difficult because they
know that their family just doesn’t have money to purchase that trendy
backpack or a new binder. For working-poor families and near-homeless
families here in western Pennsylvania who already struggle to keep food
on the table and a roof overhead, purchasing school supplies for their
children can be an added expense that many can’t manage on their own.

This is where the City Rescue Mission’s Family '|
Care and Sankey Youth Ministries comeiin. In partnershlp ' 11'!““}11”
with our generous donors, hundreds of children will not I
need to face returning to school this fall unprepared.
Statistics show that 20 percent of our country’s adults ||
read at a level below what is required to earn a living '|
wage. Here at the City Rescue Mission, our purpose is to ||
relieve the burdens of poverty and homelessness that can|
prevent children from becoming upstanding and 1
self-sufficient adults. A good place to start is by making |
sure they have the tools they need to succeed in school. |
That is why each child ministered to at the Sankey Center | }§
and through the Family Care ministry is provided with |
proper school supplies such as notebooks, pens, pencils, | |5
crayons, glue sticks, paper and a backpack to carry them all.|

Nora is a faithful mom who has had her own children and foster children participate
in the Sankey Youth Program for 15 years. She feels she is greatly blessed by the school
supply distribution. “It is great to see how things work. Some kids really can’t get this

stuff for school and through a gift they have it. | am blessed by seeing them blessed,” said
Nora gratefully.

Read the rest of Back to School on Page 3.
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g ‘Give thanks to the Lord; make known what He has done.”  —Psalm 23:1-3






