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Gift For The 

Holiday

Taylor’s Story

Overwhelmed 
With Joy

             hen Taylor became homeless, she was 
frightened and worried about where she and 
her two young children would sleep that night. 
“I never expected something like this to happen 
to me. What do you say to a kid? How do you tell 
them we’re not going home?” When she called 
Hope Place, the City Rescue Mission’s shelter for 
women and children, she was relieved to hear 
they were able to take her and her children in 
that very night. (Continued inside)
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VOLUNTEERS MAKING AN  IMPACT



    t is our 
privilege 
to see lives 
transformed 
in each of 

the City Rescue Mission’s ministries.  
My legacy of leadership for the past 
two decades has been focused on 
“impacting lives for eternity.”

When you decided to get involved 
with the work of our ministries, you 
also stepped into an opportunity to 
impact lives for eternity. No matter 
how you support us, whether it’s 
volunteering your time and talents, 
sharing your treasure, or simply 
praying, the impact of your giving 
can be seen through stories of the 
countless people in need finding 

From the Director’s Pen

An Eternal Impact
I
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hope as they are served through 
the work we do each day. From 
our annual Thanksgiving Basket 
outreach and Christmas outreach 
in the Family Care Ministry – or 
our daily Community Lunch 
program and holiday picnics in 
the park  - to our Men’s Recovery 
Program graduations or daily 
overnight shelter guests -  we try 
to communicate what is important 
to you and how you help us touch 
these individual lives.

I appreciated all of the favorable 
comments about the format, 
pictures and story content of our 
last Lighthouse edition. Our desire 
is always to select a feature story 
which shows how your financial 

partnership makes a real – and 
eternal - difference in the lives 
of our guests. In this edition we 
meet Taylor and her children. The 
opportunity we had in giving her 
family a safe place to stay is only 
possible from the gifts you send 
each month. Although the end 
of her story is yet to be written, 
Taylor wants to share with you the 
impactful life lessons found in our 
Women’s Ministry that will be with 
her forever.

 Kevin A. Green
 Executive Director and 
 Chief Executive Officer

 

Bring Joy to Our Struggling Neighbors This Christmas! 
Donate the Following Items:

 Hams, turkeys, and home-made desserts 
 Gifts and stocking stuffers for men and women 
 New hats and gloves for men, women, and children
 Pajamas, socks, and underwear for children (ages 0-14)
 Gifts for a Recovery Program Participant

“I was so excited when
I saw that I had Christmas 
gifts. It really made the 
holiday special.”
Zak, Men’s Recovery Program

Lend a Helping Hand: 
 Help guests shop for gifts 
 Sort Christmas gifts 
 Assist with Christmas gift applications
  Serve Christmas Day meal

450
Children received 
Christmas gifts from 
the City Rescue 
Mission last year. 



With the support of the 
Mission, Taylor was able to receive 
the help she needed to get back 
on her feet. “I am so thankful. It’s 
actually almost overwhelming how 
amazing it was at Hope Place.” 
Because of generous donors and 
volunteers, Taylor and her children 
were filled with an abundance of 
joy at Hope Place.

Taylor’s Story
Continued...

As soon as Taylor walked 
through the door, she was 
overcome with a sense of peace. 
Her nervousness about going to a 
homeless shelter was immediately 
eased by the comfort provided at 
Hope Place. “Hope Place was not at 
all what I expected in a homeless 
shelter. My kids and I were given 
our own room with beds for each 
of us. They even gave us toiletries 
and anything else we would need.” 

Taylor felt especially blessed 
by the kindness 

of staff and 
volunteers 

who 
showed 
love and 
support 
to her 

family. 

“Everyone was so friendly and 
welcoming. They were also really 
great with my kids. One day 
my daughter looked up to me 
and asked, ‘Can we stay here, 
mommy?’ It meant a lot to me that 
my kids felt safe and comfortable.” 
Her children’s favorite part about 
staying at the Mission was having 
a playground in the back yard. “My 
kids loved the new playground 
equipment that was installed this 
summer. They had so much fun 
playing on it.”

As for Taylor, her favorite part 
was starting the day with morning 
devotions and having fellowship 
with other women. “It was nice 
to know I am not alone and I am 
not the only one going through 
this.” Bible studies also helped to 
give her a better understanding of 
God’s word and promises.  “I pray a 
lot more now and really turn to the 
Lord for guidance.” 

iru Sun called off her wedding but couldn’t get the hall rental refunded. So she threw a party for 60 
underprivileged families instead. As she mingled, she told the New York Post, “I cannot be the princess of my 
wedding day, but I can give these kids a fairy tale.” (Story from Readers’ Digest)
Generosity changes lives. Here are two unique ways:
1. Giving can build relationships. Many people are shifting their Christmas 
shopping toward buying “shared experiences” rather than “things.”
2. Giving is an act of worship. Author Jay Link said, “There is no story in the 
Scriptures that more vividly connects giving to worship than the story of the 
wise men when they entered the very presence of Jesus… ‘On coming to the 
house, they saw the child… and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened 
their treasures… of gold and incense and myrrh.’ These magi could not worship 
Jesus without presenting their gifts to Him.” When we give to an organization 
like the City Rescue Mission it can be an expression of praise for God’s 
goodness and blessings.
For the full version of this article, request a FREE copy of “Re-think Your Giving This Christmas” by contacting Jennifer Roberts 
at (724) 652-4321 or legacy@cityrescuemission.org - or bless your family today with a God-honoring will at  
www.christianwill.org/cityrescuemission
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Winter 2019 
Wish List
Practical Ways You Can Help
We welcome your donations of 
the items listed below. Please 
call 724-652-4321 for drop off 
instructions and directions.

Our immediate needs include:

FAMILY CARE MINISTRY
 • Children’s Christmas   
       Gifts (Ages 0-14)
 • Pancake Mix
 • Syrup
 • Soup/Crackers
 • Rice
 • Instant Potatoes
 • Canned Fruit

WOMEN’S MINISTRY
 • Christmas Gifts for Women*
 • Women’s and Children’s  
       Underwear (New)
 • Journals
 • Slippers 

MEN’S MINISTRY
 •  Christmas Gifts for Men*
 •  Long Sleeve Dress Shirts
 •  Dress Pants
 •  Sweaters/Sweatshirts

 *Please call or visit our website for the 
most up to date list of needed items.

Kevin A. Green
Executive Director
Chief Executive Officer
Chad Ubry
President

Daniel Vogler
Vice President
Douglas Pyle
Treasurer
Edward M. Mack
Scott Baldwin

Dwayne Evans
Jack A. Marti
Bruce C. Peterson
Deborah Ringwelski
Deborah Ann Shaw

Board of Directors 
Physical Address: 319 S. Croton Avenue • New Castle, PA 16101

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 965 • New Castle, PA 16103-0965
724.652.4321 • crm@CityRescueMission.org        /CityRescueMission

The official registration and financial information of the City Rescue Mission of 
New Castle may be obtained from the PA Department of State by calling toll-free 
within Pennsylvania, 1-800-732-0999. Registration does not imply endorsement.

The City Rescue Mission is supported by private donations and faithfully 
demonstrates compliance with ECFA established standards for a 
financial accountability, fundraising, and board governance.

      olunteer Laura 
Foster leads 
women in morning 
devotions every 
week at Hope Place.

These volunteers share how their service has made an impact at 
the Mission and brought joy into their own lives.
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VOLUNTEERS MAKING AN  IMPACT

         ary Dee Skalski 
volunteers her time and 
services as a counselor in 
the Men’s Ministry. Every 
week, she also leads a 
support group for women in 
the community after lunch. 

M

If you or your group is interested in making an impact this season as a 
holiday helper, please visit CityRescueMission.org/Volunteer.

“I love it! We all have in depth 
sharing and the benefit really 
goes both ways. It makes me 
appreciate the services offered 
to women at Hope Place.”

“I really enjoy it. We talk about issues 
the women are going through and help 
lift each other up. It’s encouraging 
because they realize they’re not alone.”


